Town of North Kingstown, Rhode Island
80 Boston Neck Road
North Kingstown, RI 02852-5762
Phone: (401) 294-3331
Fax:
(401) 885-7373
Web: www.northkingstown.org

NORTH KINGSTOWN
HISTORIC DISTRICT COMMISSION
May 11, 2020

The North Kingstown Zoning Board of Review convened at Municipal Offices Court Room, 100
Fairway Dr., North Kingstown, RI
To protect the health and well-being of our citizens during the COVID-19 emergency, and in
accordance with the Governor’s Executive Orders, physical public attendance was not permitted.
The meeting was aired online. Public comment was allowed through a moderator.
The following members were present:
James Shriner
Gail Hallock Cyr
Wayne Trissler
Joseph Gentile
Steven Borowick
Mr. Correia was excused.
Also, in attendance were Planning Director Nicole LaFontaine and Planning Technician Sean
Henry.
Mr. Shriner said good evening and called the May 11, 2020 Historic District Commission
meeting to order. He explained the proceeding as follows:
-
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The applicant or their representative would be asked to come forward, be sworn in
and give a brief explanation of their application.
The Commission would review their requests, ask questions, and take comments from
the public.

-

Decisions may be rendered the same evening, or the matter may be continued until a
later time.
The minutes of the meeting’s session will not be approved until the next regularly
scheduled meeting.
If the application is approved, you will receive a Certificate of Appropriateness next
month. There is a 20-day appeal period before you may apply for a building permit.
If you wish to appeal a decision by the Historic District Commission, you may apply
to the Zoning Board of Review during that 20-day timeframe.

With that said he called the first agenda item.
Alteration/Minor Modification: Application of Don Derosiers and Will Dewey, of 6 Bay
Street, North Kingstown, RI 02852, to add a drylaid look granite wall and modify the
existing fence on the property line, and replace a bluestone patio at the property located at
6 Bay Street, North Kingstown, RI 02852, AP 117 Lot 252, currently zoned Village
Residential (VR).
Ms. Hali Beckman presented a proposal for owners Don Derosiers and Will Dewey.
Ms. Beckman said they are planning to do some landscape and hardscape work at their home.
They would like to add a low dry-laid look granite stone wall with a fence on top; and, fencing
and a gate along the parking area. Some of the other existing fencing will be replaced.
Ms. Beckman said the wall will be 16” high; the fence to sit on top is 33”.
A brick wall will be removed. The new bluestone step stone walk is moving slightly south from
the existing good brick from the wall removal will be incorporated in the new walk as a
remembrance of what was once there. The two pea stone parking areas will remain. The
existing bluestone patio will be replaced.
Ms. Cyr said she likes the project.
Mr. Shriner said he was initially concerned about the height of the stone wall/fence; but his
concern was satisfied by Ms. Beckman’s testimony that the total height is approximately 4’.
At this point, Mr. Shriner noted that there was no public present.
With no further comment or questions from the Commission, Mr. Shriner called for a motion.
Ms. Cyr moved that the Commission accept the application as presented. It is in keeping with
the village both in style and scale of the fencing. Original materials and similar materials,
desirable materials (such as natural stone, wood) are being used.
Mr. Shriner added that this project will not have any difference to its status as a historic structure
as it pertains to FEMA regulations.
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Ms. Cyr, Mr. Gentile, Mr. Shriner, and Mr. Trissler voted aye (by roll call). The proposal was
approved.
Site Improvements: Application of Geoffrey and Judy Jones, 56 Pleasant Street,
North Kingstown, RI 02852, for the removal and replacement of several
windows, and replacement of an existing rear exterior door on the structure
located at 56 Pleasant Street, North Kingstown, RI 02852, AP 117 Lot 102,
currently zoned Village Residential (VR)
Ms. Cyr recused herself from the Commission; she is serving as the architect for this project.
Mr. Borowick acted as a voting member.
Mr. Geoffrey Jones, the property owner is also present.
Ms. Cyr said the Jones’ are hoping to make some exterior improvements as part of renovation
due to a fire in January.
The plan includes replacement of the rear door; replacement of one rear window and the addition
of two new rear windows (not visible from the street). All existing windows are to be replaced
with new Pella windows to match the existing size and sash layout. The Pella windows have all
wood exterior and simulated divided lites with a spacer bar. The existing storm windows will be
removed.
The chimney is to be replaced with a wood framed chimney with brick veneer to match existing.
Vents for a gas fireplace, two air-conditioning condenser units and a new furnace will be located
on the exterior south facade, first floor. This area is behind high thick hedges and is hard to see
from the street.
Mr. Shriner talked a bit about the chimney. The chimney serves no purpose any longer. He said
it is small and not highly significant; it really does not even add to the home’s aesthetics. He
asked if the chimney is needed at all.
Mr. Trissler noted that in Providence, chimneys are saved if possible. He understood that the
chimney is not visible.
Mr. Jones said that he would prefer to support and re-face the chimney; if it is removed it
increases the chance of roof leaks.
Mr. Trissler noted the existing paned glass in the front of the house; could that be saved.
Mr. Jones said if the window remained there would be disparities - it would not match the newly
replaced windows and it would still need the storm window, again the only window to need one.
Mr. Trissler conceded that is true.
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Mr. Gentile asked about the proposed French door – does it keep with historic character?
Ms. Cyr said they are proposing a Kolbe door. Pella does not make a wood French door; the
Kolbe is wood constructed.
With no further comment, Mr. Shriner noted once more there was no public present.
Mr. Shriner entertained a motion.
Mr. Gentile moved that the project application at 56 Pleasant St. be approved as presented. The
windows are to be replaced with Pella-made which keeps with the nature of the village and
historic district. The door to be replaced is also wood constructed by Kolbe Windows and
Doors. The chimney will be kept.
Mr. Trissler seconded.
Mr. Trissler, Mr. Gentile, Mr. Borowick and Mr. Shriner voted aye (by roll call).
Mr. Shriner again noted that these changes will not change the nature of the historic designation
of the residence and therefore will not its affect status per FEMA.
Minutes
Mr. Shriner asked if there were any comments on the minutes.
With none, he motioned to approve the February 3, 2020 meeting minutes.
Ms. Cyr seconded. Mr. Trissler, Ms. Cyr, Mr. Gentile, Mr. Shriner voted aye (by roll call).
Adjournment
With no further business, Mr. Shriner called for a motion to adjourn.
Mr. Trissler moved. Ms. Cyr seconded. All voted aye. The meeting was adjourned at 7:30 PM.
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