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Agenda

1

Call to Order

2

Pursuant to RIGL 42-46-6(c), notice of this meeting has been posted on the Secretary
of State's website
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Public Comment

4

Old Business
4.a

New Construction/Addition: Application of David and Miriam Fawcett, 20 Elam
St., North Kingstown, RI 02852, to modify approved Historic District Commission
Certificate of Appropriateness for the construction of a garage at 20 Elam
Street, Assessor’s Plat 117 Lot 168, zoned Village Residential Historic (VHC).
Modification request letter.pdf
Certificate of Appropriateness.pdf
May 6 minutes.pdf
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Site Plan.pdf
Garage elevations.pdf
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New Business
5.a

6

Minutes
6.a

7

Site Improvements: Application of David Fawcett, 20 Elam Street, North
Kingstown, RI 02852 to construct a new shed located at 20 Elam Street, AP 117
Lot 168, zoned Village Residential Historic (VRH).
Fawcett Application.pdf
Site Plan - shed.pdf
Shed plans.pdf

July 1, 2019
hdc_minutes_070119 starting draft.pdf

Adjournment

THE TOWN OF NORTH KINGSTOWN WILL PROVIDE INTERPRETERS FOR THE DEAF AND HARD
OF HEARING AT ANY MEETING PROVIDED A REQUEST IS RECEIVED THREE (3) DAYS PRIOR TO
SAID MEETING BY CALLING 294-3331, EXT. 120.
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Historic District Commission Agenda Item
Report
Submitted by: Beth Gagnon Glasberg
Submitting Department: Planning and Development/Zoning
Meeting Date: August 5, 2019

Agenda Action:
New Construction/Addition: Application of David and Miriam Fawcett, 20 Elam St., North Kingstown, RI 02852, to
modify approved Historic District Commission Certificate of Appropriateness for the construction of a garage at 20
Elam Street, Assessor’s Plat 117 Lot 168, zoned Village Residential Historic (VHC).
Motion:

ATTACHMENTS
 Modification request letter.pdf
 Certificate of Appropriateness.pdf
 May 6 minutes.pdf
 Site Plan.pdf
 Garage elevations.pdf
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Historic District Commission Agenda Item
Report
Submitted by: Beth Gagnon Glasberg
Submitting Department: Planning and Development/Zoning
Meeting Date: August 5, 2019

Agenda Action:
Site Improvements: Application of David Fawcett, 20 Elam Street, North Kingstown, RI 02852 to construct a new
shed located at 20 Elam Street, AP 117 Lot 168, zoned Village Residential Historic (VRH).
Motion:

ATTACHMENTS
 Fawcett Application.pdf
 Site Plan - shed.pdf
 Shed plans.pdf
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Historic District Commission Agenda Item
Report
Submitted by: Beth Gagnon Glasberg
Submitting Department: Planning and Development/Zoning
Meeting Date: August 5, 2019

Agenda Action:
July 1, 2019
Motion:

ATTACHMENTS
 hdc_minutes_070119 starting draft.pdf
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Town of North Kingstown, Rhode Island
80 Boston Neck Road
North Kingstown, RI 02852-5762
Phone: (401) 294-3331
Fax:
(401) 885-7373
Web: www.northkingstown.org

NORTH KINGSTOWN HISTORIC DISTRICT COMMISSION
July 1, 2019
The North Kingstown Historic District Commission convened in the Municipal Offices Court
Room, 100 Fairway Dr., North Kingstown, RI
The following members were present:
Wayne Trissler (Alternate)
Gail Hallock Cyr
James Shriner
Sarah Goldberger
Joseph Gentile
Andrew Correia was excused.
Becky Lamond, Principal Planner, was present as staff liaison.
Mr. Shriner called the July 1, 2019 meeting to order and explained the proceeding as follows:
The applicant or their representative would be asked to come forward, be sworn in
and give a brief explanation of their application.
The board would review their requests, ask questions of the applicant, and take
comments from the public.
Decisions may be rendered the same evening, or the matter may be continued until
a later time.
The minutes of the meeting’s session will not be approved until the next regularly
scheduled meeting.
If the application is approved, you will receive a Certificate of Appropriateness next
month. There is a 20-day appeal period before you may apply for a building permit.
If you wish to appeal a decision by the Historic District Commission, you may
apply to the Zoning Board of Review during that 20-day timeframe.
Minutes and a decision are recorded in the Town Clerk’s office.
Election
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This is Mr. Gentile’s first meeting; whenever a new member is added to the Commission, there
must be a new election of chairperson and vice-chairperson.
Mr. Trissler made a motion to re-appoint Mr. Shriner as chairperson and Ms. Cyr as vicechairperson.
Ms. Goldberger seconded. All voted aye. The motion carried.
Minutes
Mr. Shriner said the next item on the agenda is the review and approval of the June 3, 2019
Historic District Commission meeting minutes draft.
With no comment, Mr. Shriner called to approve the June 3, 2019 HDC minutes draft.
Mr. Trissler moved.
Ms. Goldberger seconded. All voted aye. The meeting minutes were accepted into record.
Site Improvements: Application of Jennifer LeComte, 17 W. Main St., North Kingstown,
RI 02852, to construct a wrought iron fence and handrail located at 15/17 West Main
Street, Assessor's Plat 117 Lot 153, zoned Wickford Village Center Historic (WVCH)
(continued from 5/6/19 and June 3, 2019).
Ms. LeComte came forward. At the last hearing, members said they want better specifics on the
fence and handrail; they also thought the use of 1” posts wouldn’t be substantial enough to
achieve the look and purpose of the fence. The Commission was also not fond of the use of
using both spear and ball finials.
Ms. LeComte would like to keep the posts at 1”; she has submitted photographs of properties
within the village with 1” fencing and rails. She has also brought photographs of fencing in the
village which used the mixing of spear and ball finials. She also showed a photo from her phone
of the wrought iron rail that was previously on the property.
Ms. LeComte said that she would like to construct the fence of wrought iron with 1” square
posts, 3/4” balusters and 1” flat top and bottom rail. She would like to place round finials on the
posts and spear finials on the pickets (balusters). She has also brought in an example of the post
she would like to use.
Ms. Cyr apologized to Ms. LeComte on her error on fence dimensions within Town; Ms.
LeComte has clearly photographed evidence to that effect.
Mr. Shriner gave a summary of what is on the table. All the verticals are going to have the 1”
boxed steel; the top and bottom rails are going to 1” flat steel; the finials are going to have
arrows on the pickets and balls on the posts. The pickets will be ¾”.
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He said he thinks the Commission is getting a sense of the proposal; research has been done.
The proposed fence is in scale with a pre-existing railing. He finds this acceptable.
Ms. Cyr said that this type of fence in this size and scale already exist throughout Wickford.
Mr. Gentile noted the ball finials are proportional to the post size.
With no further Commission comment, Mr. Shriner called a motion to open the floor to public
comment.
Ms. Cyr moved. Mr. Trissler seconded.
With no public comment, Mr. Shriner called for a motion to close the public meeting.
Mr. Trissler moved. Ms. Cyr seconded. All voted aye. Public comment was closed.
Mr. Shriner entertained a motion.
Ms. Cyr moved that the Commission accept the application that has been presented; where the
verticals of the rails that are the posts are going to be 1” square wrought iron; the verticals of the
rail that are the balusters are going to be ¾” round wrought iron; the bottom and top rails are
going to 1” flat. The finial for the posts are going to be round as shown the submitted
photographs; the finials for the balusters are going to be arrowheads. This type of railing is
shown throughout Wickford village; is commensurate with many other fences; and, is in keeping
with the character of the district.
Mr. Trissler seconded. All voted aye. The motion carried 5-0.
Alterations/Minor Modifications: Application of Liftbags USA, Inc., P.O. Box 2030, North
Kingstown, RI 0852 for the replacement of windows located at 32 Bay Street, AP 117 Lot
247, zoned Village Residential Historic (VRH). (continued from 10/1/18 and 6/3/19)
Mr. Richard Fryburg came forward. He had been before the Commission in June with a proposal
for installation of “sash kits” for his windows rather than installing “new construction” windows.
Commission members were unfamiliar with the product so they asked Mr. Fryburg to find a
sample they could look at.
Mr. Fryburg has brought a sample tonight. He said the kits come with different glass options,
but all are true divided light. He noted how the rails and sash fit into existing openings. This
system has been used in many historic districts. He believes this to be an acceptable alternative
over tearing the interior and exterior of the house apart to install “new construction” windows.
Mr. Trissler has worked with this product; he gave a brief explanation of how these systems
work.
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Mr. Shriner said he had done research on the “sash kits” since discussion at the previous
meeting. He said he learned how they are installed, fit and look when installed. He thinks this is
a viable option to helping residents with window replacements; correctly installed with an
overlapping outside trim, the plastic pieces add any narrowness/wideness to the frame, nor do
they show any difference from what is seen now.
Ms. Goldberger added that it is good to find a solution that doesn’t destroy the original window.
Mr. Shriner then called for a motion to open public comment.
Mr. Trissler moved. Ms. Cyr seconded.
There was no public comment.
Mr. Trissler moved to close public comment.
Mr. Shriner entertained a motion.
Mr. Trissler moved that the Commission accept the application as presented with copying or
matching the existing layout of the glass; glass size; keeping the original frame of the window;
and, mullion size.
Mr. Shriner added this proposal will not have any significant impact on the appearance or
historic nature of the neighborhood. The proposal will not impact the historic nature of the
structure as it pertains to FEMA guidelines.
Ms. Goldberger seconded. All voted aye. The motion carried 5-0.
Site Improvements: Application of Margaret and Edward Keating, 44 Church Lane, North
Kingstown, RI 02852 to remove existing wood deck and replace with a brick patio;
installation brick steps with bluestone landing; repair exterior wall; construct mahogany
porch decking located at 44 Church Lane, AP 117 Lot 68, zoned Village Residential
Historic (VRH).
Mr. and Mrs. Keating came forward and were sworn in.
Mr. Keating told the Commission that he would like to remove and replace his existing wood
deck which is rotting. He would like to replace it with a brick deck to match the brick of the
existing patio. He would add steps (brick) from the house to the brick deck.
He also would like to repair a part of the exterior siding. He said another project he would like
the Commission to review is the installation of porch decking; mahogany wood would be used;
the deck would be 4’8’ x 14’10”. He feels the new overlay decking would make for a better
appearance to the main entry of the home.
Ms. Cyr asked if the back steps would be entirely brick.
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Mr. Keating told her risers will be brick with bluestone tops.
Mr. Shriner asked if Commission members had any comments/questions.
With none, Mr. Shriner called for a motion to open the meeting to public comment.
Ms. Cyr moved.
There was no public comment.
Mr. Shriner then called for a motion to close the meeting to public comment.
Ms. Goldberger moved.
Ms. Cyr seconded. All voted aye.
Mr. Shriner entertained a motion.
Mr. Gentile moved to accept the proposal for removing the existing deck and steps replacing
with brick patio and steps with brick risers and bluestone treads. The front entrance will have a
mahogany overlay.
Mr. Shriner added that clearly this application is consistent with the Department of the Interior’s
Guidelines; will have no impact on the look and feel of the village, nor an impact on the historic
nature of the structure for FEMA guidelines.
Alterations/Minor Modifications application: Application of Henry Laurelli, 22 Bay St.,
North Kingstown, RI 02852 to remove and replace deck located at 22 Bay Street AP117 Lot
249, zoned Village Residential Historic (VRH).
Mr. Laurelli came forward and was sworn in.
Mr. Shriner said that after looking at Mr. Laurelli’s plans and talking with him as well, he finds
the proposal to effectively be a replacement “in kind” except for the desire to use cable rail.
Mr. Laurelli said the original deck had no posts or rails; he added a bench along the perimeter for
safety. The deck is constructed of pressure-treated wood.
Ms. Cyr asked if the deck is at the back of the home.
It is.
Mr. Trissler asked the height of the deck from the ground.
Mr. Laurelli answered 48”. He presented a picture of the cable and rail he would like to install.
He would like to use pressure-treated wood to match the existing.
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Mr. Shriner said again that this is an “in kind” proposal except for the cable rail.
Ms. Cyr asked if this would be visible from the street.
Mr. Laurelli answered no but from the harbor you can see it.
Mr. Shriner said that from the street you can see it if you go looking for it. There is a lot of
vegetation and house on Bay St. for it to be seen.
Mr. Laurelli’s reason for the request if because it disappears visually. The bench will be
removed.
Mr. Shriner asked if there were any further comments from the members.
Mr. Trissler said the system is modern, but you don’t see it. The look is not traditional, but
neither is a deck, so it is a conundrum.
Mr. Shriner said that the Commission looks at the nature and character of the village and its
streetscapes, but also must remember that people live in these houses.
Ms. Goldberger added that this isn’t a fence; but rail.
Members all agreed that they would consider this because it is not visible from the street – if it
were, there would be no question it would not be accepted.
Mr. Shriner entertained a motion to open the meeting to public comment.
Mr. Trissler moved.
With no public comment, Mr. Shriner moved to close the meeting to public comment.
Ms. Cyr seconded. All voted aye.
Mr. Shriner made the motion. He moved to accept the application as presented. The deck
replacement itself is effectively a replacement “in kind”. Natural wood is being used for the
replacement. After discussion, the Commission agreed that the use of the stainless-steel fencing
will be invisible from the street, will not affect the historic nature of the structure or the village.
Certainly, there will be no impact on the historic nature of the house as it pertains to the FEMA
guidelines.
Ms. Cyr seconded. All voted aye. The motion carried 5-0.
New Construction/Addition: Application of David Keeley, 10 Elam Street, North
Kingstown, RI 02852 to construct a new shed located at 10 Elam Street, AP 117 Lot 167,
zoned Village Residential Historic (VRH).
26
6

Mr. Keeley came forward and was sworn in. He said the Commission approved construction of
a garage and a deck in January. The construction bids for the garage were high; he wanted the
garage for storage, the cost of a shed will be lower, therefore, he would like to modify his
approval to shed rather than a garage.
Mr. Shriner noted the site plan shows the shed being slightly off the footprint of the garage –
mostly behind where the garage was to be built.
Ms. Cyr asked that the existing brick patio remain.
Mr. Keeley said that is right. He said the shed is wood, saltbox design with cedar shingles to
match the house.
Mr. Shriner asked if the deck was still planned.
Mr. Keeley said he still plans to build the deck.
Mr. Shriner asked if there were further comments or questions of the Commission.
Mr. Trissler asked if Mr. Keeley was going to have to get a variance as it encroaches on the
setback requirement.
Mr. Keeley said there they already got dimensional relief for the garage.
Mr. Shriner said then you are planning to put the shed within the footprint of the proposed
garage.
Mr. Keeley responded he was.
It was noted that Mr. Keeley should amend his site plan as it shows the shed outside of the
approved footprint.
Ms. Cyr said if the shed is placed anywhere outside the footprint, he should talk with Planning
staff about the change.
Mr. Shriner said Mr. Keeley may need another dimensional variance for the shed location;
however, that is not a question for this Commission, but one answered by Planning staff.
Mr. Trissler wanted to be sure the proposed shed was the one at the top of the brochure – with no
windows.
Mr. Keeley said that is correct.
A neighbor of Mr. Keeley’s asked to speak. Mr. Shriner called for a motion to open the floor to
public comment.
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Ms. Cyr moved.
Ms. Jane Rawlings (the neighbor) wanted to comment that there has been increasing vandalism
at the vacant Wickford Elementary School which on occaision has spread to properties in the
area. She made the comment to back up Mr. Keeley’s plan for no windows.
Commission members noted Ms. Rawlings comments.
Mr. Shriner entertained a motion to close the meeting to public comment.
Ms. Cyr moved.
Mr. Trissler seconded. All voted aye.
Mr. Shriner then entertained a motion.
Ms. Goldberger moved to accept the application of a saltbox shed with optional windows to be
placed as proposed.
Mr. Shriner added the shed will not impact the historic nature of the village. The proposal is
consistent with the Secretary of the Interior’s Guidelines and will not affect the historic nature of
the structure in accordance with FEMA guidelines.
Mr. Gentile seconded. All voted aye. The proposal was approved.

New Construction/Addition: Application of Ron and Fran Shaver, 333 West Avenue, #2,
Darien, CT 06820 to construct a garage addition, enclose a rear porch, construct a front
porch, enlarge a dormer located at 125 West Main Street, AP 118 Lot 18, zoned Village
Residential Historic (VRH).
Ms. Cyr recused herself from the Commission – she is the architect for the project.
She came forward and was sworn in.
Mr. Shriner recapped the application history for Mr. Gentile. The proposal had been presented to
the Commission; the Board found the proposal to be overwhelming to the existing structure – too
big – too much mass – not sided correctly.
At the second appearance before the Commission progress had been made. The addition and
porch were down scaled; the addition was moved back so the garage isn’t overwhelming the
house. Tonight, is for final review and approval.
Ms. Cyr said the floor plan is the same as at the conceptual conference, as is the front porch.
There is a change to the second-floor plan at the back of the house. A French door is added –
which is wood except for a sill.
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The original plan did not have a rail on the front porch, but the applicants are undecided on if
they want one. Ms. Cyr has submitted a plan for rail – a standard square picket rail.
The side view now also has drawings with a railing and one without.
There is a change to the rear elevation drawing. The plan for a dormer that went only between
the left most dormer and the middle dormer has been expanded.

Ms. Cyr went over materials. All are wood, replicating the existing materials. The rails are
wood. Ms. Cyr said the posts are square with capitals and bases as drawn.
The Shavers are hoping to replace all the windows, but she has shown only the ones that are
affected with this project – the proposed windows are Pella Architect Reserve wood series. The
french doors are Architect series – all wood (Real Carriage and Sliding Hardware). She said the
biggest difference between this plan and the conceptual plan is at the rear porch; barn doors are
proposed, which will be wood with an iron runner and wheel system. The front door will be from
Upstate Door (the design has not been decided yet). Like the barn doors, the garage doors are
from Real Garage Door and Hardware); windows on top panels below – all wood and glass.
The Shavers want to include Weiland folding doors behind the barn doors – she is not sure this
will work – the brochure says they are wood but again, they will mostly be hidden.
Mr. Shriner noted that the discussion is for the back of the house, which is unseen. The house
itself sits about 200’ back.
Ms. Goldberger asked the approximate age of the house.
Ms. Cyr said it was originally a carriage house. 1890 or close to that.
Mr. Trissler asked if the Pell windows are true-divided light.
Ms. Cyr said they are.
Mr. Shriner asked if there were any further comments from the Commission members.
With none, he noted there was no public in attendance.
He then called for a motion to accept the application as presented. The only requirement is a
concise true package of final plans – with all other original proposed plans eliminated. While the
proposal is a significant addition, it has been planned with sensitivity to the historic character of
the neighborhood; it is not in violation of any of the Department of the Interior’s Guidelines.
The bulk of the work is proposed for the back of the house and will be invisible from the street.
The proposal will not destroy the historic nature of the house as it pertains to the FEMA
guidelines.
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Mr. Trissler seconded. All voted aye. The motion passed 4-0.
Certificates of Appropriateness
With no requested edits, Mr. Shriner signed the certificates.
Adjournment

Recording Secretary

Beth Gagnon Glasberg
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