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Adoption and Amendment

North Kingstown’s Comprehensive Plan was approved by the state in February 1995.
The 2001 Comprehensive Plan Update was adopted in June 2001. This Comprehensive
Plan 5-Year Update includes all of the major amendments to the 1995 Plan adopted
through 2001, and includes the following amendments:

e Adoption of 2001 Comprehensive Plan Update; adopted by Town Council on July 9,
2001

o Proponent: Almonte; Plat 182, Lot 10; change from I/O to C; Adopted by Town
Council on October 1, 2001

e Proponent: Macedonio; Plat 146, Lot 36; change from HDR to C; Adopted by Town
Council on December 10, 2001

o Water Supply System Management Plan; Adopted by Town Council on June 10,
2002

e Proponent: Arlington; Plat 181, Lot 15; change from LDC to C; Adopted by Town
Council on October 8, 2002

e Quonset/Davisville Master Plan; Adopted by Town Council on November 8, 2004

o Affordable Housing Plan; Adopted by Town Council Nov. 22, 2004, Amended June
27, 2005

e Proponent: Pinnacle Partners; Plat 136, Lot 1, Plat 135, Lots 1 & 2; change from
LDR to PVD; Adopted by Town Council on December 13, 2004

o Proponent: Peet; Plat 119, Lot 3; change from C to HDR; Adopted by Town Council
on April 11, 2005

e Hazard Mitigation Plan; Adopted by Town Council on June 13, 2005

e Proponent: Wright/Berman; Plat 69, Lot 21; change from NC to HDR; Adopted by
Town Council on June 13, 2005

o Post Road Corridor Plan; Adopted by Town Council on February 13, 2006
e Conservation Subdivision Design; Adopted by Town Council on February 13, 2006

e Proponent: Byrnes; Plat 45, portion of Lot 13; change from LI to HDR; Adopted by
Town Council on November 20, 2006

e Proponent: Schartner/Bald Hill Nursery; Plat 102, portion of Lot 11; change from
HDR to C; Adopted by Town Council on June 14, 2007
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Introduction

o Potential high density mixed-use development in the identified potential sites for Growth
Centers along the Post Road Corridor, Transit-Oriented Development, and in the Gateway
parcels of the Quonset Business Park.

0 Extension of sewers from Quonset that could assist in the creation of the mixed-use
developments mentioned above.

F. Description of the Visioning Process Used for the 2008 Update

A consultant was hired to assist in the 2008 Comprehensive Plan Update. The same
consultant team also assisted with the Plan’s Visioning process. The consultant team
facilitated public meetings centered around the Update. A town-wide visioning meeting was
held in January 2006. Although the meeting focused on infrastructure, housing, open
space/natural resources, and economic development, input was received on all comprehensive
plan elements. Participants were also asked to identify on maps where their “special places”
are; a representation of what they like about the town. A series of meetings were also held with
the Town Council and the Planning Commission to introduce and advance the Update. As the
findings and meetings generated ideas, the Planning Commission was used to provide
direction and focus.

The North Kingstown Planning Department staff conducted a public opinion survey to gather
resident input regarding satisfaction with existing municipal services and gauge their vision for
the future of North Kingstown. The survey included many of the same questions that were in
the 1999 resident survey for the 2001 Comp Plan Update. Utilizing questions from the 1999
survey was useful in tracking changes in community opinion between 1999 and 2006. The
2006 survey also included new questions that focused on future goals and objectives for the
Town of North Kingstown. The survey was available from the Town’s website, and residents
were able to take the survey online. In addition, paper copies of the survey were also made
available at the North Kingstown Town Hall, Town Hall Annex, and all Town libraries.

Comments gathered through the public input process and information from the 2001
Comprehensive Plan were used to formulate a revised vision statement, set of goals,
objectives and actions for each element of the 2008 Update. This updated and revised
information was reviewed extensively by the Planning Commission and underwent several
iterations before being presented to the Town Council for review.

A series of public hearings were held before the Planning Commission including June 5, 2007
and the final adoption on June 19, 2007. The Town Council held public hearings on August 6,
2007 and final adoption on August 20, 2007.

G. Community Survey Results

The following results gathered from the 2006 resident survey highlight some of the sentiments
of North Kingstown residents:

o The value residents place on the quality of life in North Kingstown is still very high (83
percent), but the weight of opinion says the quality is slipping downward. In 2001, 31
percent thought the Town was improving, while 23 percent thought the Town was improving
in 2006;
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Introduction

o When queried about the Town’s most enjoyed qualities, the small town, rural and friendly
atmosphere were most important;

o When queried about the problematic issues, taxes and schools clearly stood out, which are
very important for the future of this town. In particular, the majority of respondents asked for
increased funding for schools;

o Residential development was identified in the 2006 survey as the most important land use
issue. This represents a shift from 2001, when the possibility of a container port at Quonset
generated the most interest. This issue has since been resolved with the State abandoning
its plans for a container port at Quonset Business Park.

o Anincrease in the level of support for acquisition and protection of open space, with over
90 percent of respondents indicating support compared to 75 percent in 2001.

O Survey respondents stated that the preservation and protection of the environment and
open space ranked as the most important action North Kingstown should use in managing
land. The restoration and reuse of existing developed areas before building in undeveloped
areas and the protection of farmland ranked second and third, respectively.

H. Overall Direction and Outlook

The 2008 Update finds that North Kingstown is in a great position to continue its history as a
well-planned community. New opportunities are appearing, a reasonable rate of growth and
change is occurring, and, most importantly, the members of this community feel strongly about
their future here and their desire to participate in important decisions. These are all good signs.

North Kingstown has a rich cultural and architectural history that is preserved with this plan. In
addition, this plan prepares the town to address its current and future needs. Careful and
continuous attention to the proposed actions will be necessary to implement the plan’s actions.
Key issues for the next five years include the following:

Groundwater and Watershed protection

Post Road Corridor upgrade and revitalization

Affordable housing

Resolution of policy issues regarding development at Quonset Business Park

Natural disaster hazard mitigation

Commuter rail service at Wickford Junction

Transit oriented or transit supportive development at Wickford Junction and West Davisville

o 0 000 0 0 O

Municipal sewer service
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