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A cesspool is nothing more than a covered pit
that receives wastewater and allows it to drain
into the surrounding soils. This might be a stone-
walled pit, perforated concrete chamber, or leak-
ing steel tank. Cesspools don’t treat wastewater:
Solids and liquids seep directly through the soil
into the groundwater. This poses a threat to sur-
rounding bodies of water and nearby wells. Not
sure what's in your backyard? Chances are you
have a cesspool or other substandard system if
your house was built before 1970,

FAILING SEPTIC SYSTEMS

Septic systems fail when wastewater effluent is
unable to seep into the ground. Common causes of
failure are:

* Overloading with too much water.

* |Improper disposal of solids or grease.

« Tank full of solids, drainfield clogged with sclids.

+ High water table flooding the drainfield.

* Broken pipes, tree roots or other damage.

Your system may be failing if you have:
* Sluggish drains or odor

* Wastewater backups into house

* Squishy patches above drainfield

* Lush grass above drainfield

Even if you don’t notice any problem, your system
can still be polluting groundwater. In very sandy or
wet soils effluent may reach the groundwater too
quickly. Leaking tanks or broken pipes allow wastes
to seep into drinking water without treatment.

Even new systems can fail due to faulty design
or poor installation. Common causes are use of
poor quality stone or gravel fill, improperly sealed
tank seams and plugs, and soil compaction or
structural damage by heavy equipment driven over
the system.

Cesspool

FIND OUT WHAT’S INYOUR BACKYARD

To keep drinking water safe, and maintain property values, many Rl towns require
regular system maintenance. Financial assistance may be available for repairs.
Contact your town hall to learn more. For technical information contact URI
Cooperative Extension at 874-4558/5950 or http:/fwww/uri.edu/.
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