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Agenda

Please Note
To protect the health and well-being of our citizens during the COVID-19 emergency, and
in accordance with the Governor’s Executive Orders, public attendance will not be
permitted. The Wickford Advisory Committee meeting can be watched live, online,
through the following link:

Meeting URL:
https://us02web.zoom.us/j/82643173897?pwd=d1NWblZYS1FkMUJyaDlxbWozcThzQT09
Meeting ID: 826 4317 3897
Or utilizing this phone number:
US: +1 929 436 2866 or
+1 669 900 6833 or

Password:

296807

+1 301 715 8592 or
+1 253 215 8782 or

+1 312 626 6799 or
+1 346 248 7799
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Meeting ID (as above): 826 4317 3897

August 17, 2020

Password:

296807

For members of the public, once you enter the call, you will be placed on mute until a
request for comments is made. A moderator will manage the order of the calls and will
unmute the calls one-by-one.
You may also email comments to nlafontaine@northkingstown.org. Include your name,
address, and statement. Only comments including all required information will be read
into the record.
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Call to Order
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Pursuant to RIGL 42-46-6(c), notice of this meeting has been posted on the Secretary
of State's website
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OLD BUSINESS
Project Updates:
a.
b.
c.
d.
e.
f.

Wickford Elementary School
Annex/Library Building plan
Brown Street Parking Lot
80 Boston Neck Road (Town Hall)
Town Beach Master Plan
Wickford Village Design Guidelines Overlay District

HistWick Interview with Eve Clulow.docx
WAC Charge from TC.pdf
Wickford Advisory Committee Roster.pdf
4

NEW BUSINESS
Public Art Proposals in Wickford
Discussion of Circulation at Intersections Within Wickford
Discussion of Bridge Identification and Signage
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Discussion of Potential Subcommittee(s) to Identify Priorities
5

ADJOURNMENT

THE TOWN OF NORTH KINGSTOWN WILL PROVIDE INTERPRETERS FOR THE DEAF AND HARD
OF HEARING AT ANY MEETING PROVIDED A REQUEST IS RECEIVED THREE (3) DAYS PRIOR TO
SAID MEETING BY CALLING 294-3331, EXT. 120.
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Wickford Advisory Committee Agenda Item
Report
Submitted by: Sean Henry
Submitting Department:
Meeting Date: August 17, 2020

Agenda Action:
Project Updates:
a.
b.
c.
d.
e.
f.

Wickford Elementary School
Annex/Library Building plan
Brown Street Parking Lot
80 Boston Neck Road (Town Hall)
Town Beach Master Plan
Wickford Village Design Guidelines Overlay District

Motion:

ATTACHMENTS
 HistWick Interview with Eve Clulow.docx
 WAC Charge from TC.pdf
 Wickford Advisory Committee Roster.pdf
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HistWick Interview with Eve Clulow
The Old Library/Town Hall Annex on Brown Street
On the afternoon of Monday, June 29th, HistWick board members, Mike Donohue,
president, and Sheila Skiffington, secretary, had the pleasure to interview Eve Clulow,
the soon-to-be owner of the historic Old Library building on 55 Brown Street, Wickford.
Dedicated in 1899 as the North Kingstown Free Library (read a history of the Free
Library at: https://www.nklibrary.org/about/library-history/brown-street), the building
most recently served as the North Kingstown Town Hall Annex until 2016 when the
town vacated it due to extensive repairs needed and safety issues. This interview
provides you with the latest information about the building and Eve Clulow and her
updated plans for this historic property. Because community members often asked
questions about the progress of this property’s development, HistWick’s leadership
considers this a timely and informative feature article to offer our membership—and to
our many other friends.
We will begin with a brief summary of Ms. Clulow’s experience as it relates to the
project and then offer information shared by Ms. Clulow when we asked her three
pertinent questions.
Ms. Clulow has a long and diverse career that gives her a breadth of skills for the Brown
Street annex project. Growing up in Greenwich, Connecticut and Newport Rhode Island,
her grandparents and parents provided her with a solid foundation and appreciation of
historic preservation projects and visual and performing arts. Ms. Clulow brings three
relevant skill sets to the project: preservation, culinary arts, and theater.
As a preservationist, Ms. Clulow is part of a third-generation family that helped restore
the mid-1700’s Vernon House, a national historical landmark in Newport, which her
mother gifted to the Newport Restoration Foundation. As a Cordon Bleu chef, Ms.
Clulow brings professional and hands-on experience in the hospitality industry and food
business management. From an early age, she spent time in theaters with her mother
who designed costumes for New York City theaters. And as an adult, Ms. Clulow delved
into professional theater production as a stage manager with several theater
companies.
HistWick Question 1: What are the next steps for the project—when do you anticipate
the renovation work will begin and what structural changes are planned for the building?
Eve Clulow: Understandably the original timeline has changed. The approval to
purchase the building was granted by the North Kingstown Town Council through a
special referendum in spring 2018, but many delays resulted since then. We had
planned to have the work completed in 2020 and to open later this year, but obviously
we have had to push this date into the future. It is my aspirational hope that construction
will begin in the spring of 2021.
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Our very first step is closing on the purchase of the building for the town agreed upon
price of $100,000. At a recent June town council meeting, preservation and utility
easements for the building were approved, therefore the closing on the property should
take place before the end of July.
The budget for the project has also had to change. The projected costs at the outset
were $2 million. This initial estimate was developed in consultation with redevelopment
and building specialists. But, after the building inspections and in consultation with
Preserve Rhode Island, the Rhode Island Preservation and Historical Commission, and
a property manager, they estimated the costs in the range of $4 million. This new
projection meant I had to scale back some things and develop a plan to secure
additional revenue sources. So, several items on my wish list are now being
reconsidered. For example, we made changes to some building plans and materials—
lighting fixtures, electrical load, etc., thus making cost projections more reasonable.
However, no changes will affect the structural integrity of the building. My intent was
always to draw on personal funds, and to supplement those with a bank loan. This has
not changed. But, now, given that the estimate for completing the project has increased,
I am planning to secure funds from interested investors; several possibilities are in play.
As far as structural changes: we will preserve the building’s facade according to the
historical easement I have entered into with Preserve Rhode Island. This easement is in
perpetuity, which means that even if I sell the building, any new owner must abide by
the legal agreement with Preserve Rhode Island. Therefore, the Greek Revival
columns, steps, millwork, and such will remain. We did have to alter the plan to have
restroom facilities located in the basement. Because the basement area is in the
floodplain, we can use it only for storage. Luckily the first floor is above the floodplain,
so we will situate lavatories near the elevator in the new addition.
The new addition, housing an elevator shaft, is on the building’s south side (as one
faces the front of the building, it's the side on the right) and is a bit larger than first
planned. The addition will be adjacent to the town’s Old Library Park garden maintained
by Plum Beach Garden Club members. I have earmarked $10,000 for the garden club
to make needed changes to the garden.
The back and side of the addition will jut out to near the rune stone. The second floor of
the building will house a new deck with a view of Wickford Cove.
HistWick Question 2: When the renovation work is completed, what is your vision for
the use of the property—initially and long term?
Eve Clulow: My goals for the building’s use have not changed from the comprehensive
business plan made public in 2018. The vision for the revived annex—Old Library—
building is of a mixed-use, multi-purpose venue for dining, performing arts, and public
and private functions. The combination of a restaurant, event space and performing arts
space can serve as a cultural anchor for the community. I expect to attract more people
to Wickford Village which will complement current and future businesses in town. I see
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this project as an opportunity to contribute to the Village of Wickford’s rejuvenation. My
plan remains focused on opening a restaurant and theater. I want to tap local talent. My
hope is to have a resident theater company call the building home. Because my mother,
a graduate of Yale University School of Drama, had a concentration on costume design,
I will have her original and framed drawings displayed in the building’s theater. They are
exquisite. It will be a tribute to my late, very talented mother who also brought a passion
to historic restoration projects.
Many think this is the worst time—given Covid19 and its impact on restaurants and
theaters—to undertake such a venture, but I remain optimistic.
HistWick Question 3: What support has been helpful to you as the project has
progressed?
Eve Clulow: The greater Wickford and North Kingstown community has been a great
support. My move from Newport to North Kingstown deepened my appreciation for this
community and its community spirit. I feel very much at home here—in my
neighborhood, Wickford, and the greater town.
The North Kingstown Town Council and town staff, specifically the Town Manager,
Town Clerk, and planning and development department staff, have been incredibly
helpful. Kristin Urbach, executive director of the North Kingstown Chamber of
Commerce, has brought her extensive knowledge to bear on several issues that I have
run into; she too has been extremely helpful. They all have gone above and beyond and
deserve the utmost recognition for everything that they have done to help make this
project a reality. They were there to support me and solve issues at every turn.
I very much look forward to the real estate closing in the next few weeks—and to being
an integral part of the North Kingstown community for many years to come.
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